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Shifts in English Language Arts 

Shift One: 
Balancing Informational and Literary Text 

 
 
 Grade Literary Texts Informational Texts 

4 50% 50% 
8 45% 55% 
12 30% 70% 

Literary Texts Include: 
Stories, 
Drama, 
Poems, 
Novels 

Informational Texts Include: 
Opinion Pieces 
Biographies 
Memoirs 
Articles 
Encyclopedic Entries Missouri River Educational Cooperative 



Balancing Informational and Literary Text 
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•  Students learning to read should exercise their 
ability to comprehend complex text through read-
aloud texts. 

•  In grades 2+, students begin reading more complex 
texts, consolidating the foundational skills with 
reading comprehension.  

•  Reading aloud texts that are well-above grade level 
should be done throughout K-5 and beyond. 



Success With Shift One 
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�  Tip 1: Analyzing genre of texts being taught on a weekly basis 
�  Evaluate: Is my basal reader using a balance of high quality 

texts? Do the texts offer ample opportunities to practice the 
explicit weekly skills and strategies?  

�  Tip 2: Specifically teach how to navigate non-fiction features 
and structures of non-fiction to successfully comprehend the 
text.  

�  Evaluate: Do I model enough? Do I expect students to be as 
successful with nonfiction texts as fiction texts? 

�  Tip 3: Use inquiry to foster voracious reading of non-fiction.  
�  Evaluate: What areas are my students naturally curious/

passionate about so I can create and engaging task?   



Shifts in English Language Arts 

Shift Two 
Knowledge in the Disciplines 

�  Students build knowledge about the world 
(domains/content) through TEXT rather than the 
teacher or activities. 
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Why This Shift? 
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�  Rather than simply referring to a text, students are 
expected to learn from what they read (for example, 
The U.S. Constitution). 

�  All teachers, regardless of content, are “reading 
teachers”, i.e., different contents require different 
reading skills. 

�  Allows students to discover information for 
themselves. 



Shifts in English Language Arts 

Shift Three: 
A Staircase of Complexity 

 
Students read the central, grade appropriate text 

around which instruction is centered. Teachers are 
patient, creating more time and space and support in 

the curriculum for close reading. (CCR.R.10) 
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The complexity of texts in the classroom has ________ over the last 50 years.  
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A Shift in Complexity 
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Shifts in 
Complexity 
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Shifts in English Language Arts 

Shift Four: 
Text-Based Evidence 

 
 

Students engage in rich and rigorous evidence based 
conversations about text, through writing and 

discussion. 
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Text 
Dependency 
Questioning and 
Evidence Based 
Responses 

�  Text dependency requires students 
to refer explicitly back to the text. 

�  Designed around a complex text 
that is fiction or non-fiction 

�  Prompts readers to use the text to 
respond =  use EVIDENCE 

�  Requires readers to actively engage 
in the text.  
¡  Time outside the text = less time inside the 

text 
¡  Eliminates those who do not have 

experiences outside the text 
¡  Easier to talk about experiences, than to 

analyze the text. 
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Why the Shift? 
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�  Ability to cite evidence differentiates strong from weak 
student performance on NAEP 

�  Evidence is a major emphasis of the ELA Standards 
�  Being able to locate and deploy evidence are hallmarks of 

strong readers and writers 
�  80-90% of the reading standards require text-dependent 

analysis, yet just over 30% of questions in major 
textbooks require such analysis. 

�  Evidence is a major emphasis of the ELA Standards: 
Reading Standard 1, Writing Standard 9, Speaking and 
Listening standards 2, 3, and 4, all focus on the 
gathering, evaluating and presenting of evidence from 
text.  



Examples and Non-Examples 

� In	  “Casey	  at	  the	  Bat,”	  Casey	  strikes	  
out.	  Describe	  a	  6me	  when	  you	  failed	  at	  
something.	  

� In	  “Le>er	  from	  a	  Birmingham	  Jail,”	  Dr.	  
King	  discusses	  nonviolent	  protest.	  
Discuss,	  in	  wri6ng,	  a	  6me	  when	  you	  
wanted	  to	  fight	  against	  something	  that	  
you	  felt	  was	  unfair.	  

� In	  Charlo>e’s	  Web,	  the	  story	  takes	  
place	  on	  a	  farm.	  Write	  about	  a	  6me	  you	  
visited	  a	  farm.	  Have	  you	  ever	  had	  a	  
friendship	  with	  an	  animal?	  

Not Text-Dependent Text-Dependent 

• What	  makes	  Casey’s	  experiences	  at	  
bat	  humorous?	  

• What	  can	  you	  infer	  from	  King’s	  le>er	  
about	  the	  le>er	  that	  he	  received?	  	  	  

Is Templeton the rat a hero or a 
villain in the story? Use details 
from the story to support your 
argument.  



 
 
 
 

Grade 3 Sample 

How Does This Look on Assessments? 



Smarter Balanced Test Scoring Examples (Gr. 3) 
Explain how life on the International Space Station is different than life on Earth. Provide two 
details from the presentation.  





4th Grade 

Identify key words in 

the question 



The 6 Major Shifts 

Shift Five: 
Writing from Sources 

 
Writing emphasizes use of evidence from sources to 

inform or make an argument. 
 

This applies to all content areas—not just ELA 
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Shifts in English Language Arts 

 
Shift Six: 

Academic Vocabulary 
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Tiers of Vocabulary Instruction 
Tier 3 

 Subject/Content Words 
biotic, abiotic, ecosystem, environment, terrarium, 

germinate, photosynthesis, acute, geometric 

Tier 2 
Academic Words 

emerge, bicker, flounder, frightened, increase, soak, 
pack, tweak. navigate. function . priority.  tug 

Tier1 
Basic Words 

in, out, house, dog, cat, blue, yellow, flower . book 
girl . run . house . sad . car . go . animal . street  

www.helloliteracy.blogspot.com 

Powerfully Useful 

Frequently Occurring 

Cross Disciplinary  



Tier 2 - Academic Words 

�  are critical to understanding texts 
�  are highly generalizable across all content areas 
�  require deliberate effort to learn, unlike Tier 1 words 
�  are far more likely to appear in written texts than in 

speech 
�  represent subtle or precise ways to say otherwise relatively 

simple things 
�  are seldom heavily scaffold by authors or teachers, unlike 

Tier 3 words 
 
Beck, et al 
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Scan for Roadblock Vocabulary 
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Main Resource for More Information 
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�  Engage NY 
�  https://www.engageny.org/resource/common-core-shifts 

� Achieve the Core 
�  http://achievethecore.org/ 


